R2-20-106. Distribution of Funds to Certified Candidates
A. Before the initial disbursement of funds, the Commission shall review the candidate’s
funding application and all relevant facts and circumstances and:
1. Verify that the number of signatures on the candidate’s nominating petitions equals or
exceeds the number required pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-322 as follows:
a. If the application is submitted before the March 1 voter registration list is determined,
the Commission shall verify that the number of signatures on the candidate’s
nominating petitions equals or exceeds 115 percent of the number required pursuant
to A.R.S. § 16-322 based on the prior election voter registration list as determined by
the Secretary of State; or
b. If the application is submitted after the current year March 1 voter registration list is
determined the Commission shall verify that the number of signatures on the
candidate’s nominating petitions is equal to or greater than the number required
pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-322.
2. Determine that the required number of qualifying contributions have been received and
paid to the Secretary of State for deposit in the Fund; and
3. Determine whether the candidate is opposed in the election.
B. In making the determinations described in subsection (A)(3), the Commission shall consider
all relevant facts and circumstances, and it shall not be bound by election formalities such as
the filing of nominating petitions by others in determining whether an applicant is opposed.
Among other evidence the Commission may consider is the existence of exploratory
committees or filings made to organize campaign committees of opponents and other like
indicia.
C. The Commission may review and affirm or change its determination that the candidate is or
is not opposed until the ballot for the election is established.
D. Within seven days after a primary election and before the Secretary of State completes the
canvass, the Commission shall disburse funds for general election campaigns to the
participating candidates who received the greatest number of votes at each primary election,
provided that the candidate with the highest number of votes out of the total number of votes,
has at least two percentage points greater than the candidate with the next highest votes based
on the unofficial results as of that date. In a legislative race for the Arizona House of
Representatives, the Commission shall disburse funds for general election campaigns to
participating candidates with the highest or second highest number of votes cast, provided
such candidate received votes totaling at least two percentage points, of the total ballots cast,
larger than the vote total cast for the candidate with the third highest vote total.
E. Promptly after the Secretary of State completes the canvass, the Commission shall disburse
funds for general election campaigns to all eligible participating candidates to whom
payment has not been made. If a participating candidate has received funds from the
Commission pursuant to subsection (D) and the canvass or recount determines that the
candidate is not eligible to appear on the general election ballot, the participating candidate
shall return all unused funds to the Fund within 10 days after such determination is made.
That candidate shall make no from general election funds from the date of the canvass.
F. The Commission may refuse to distribute funds to participating candidates in cases in which
the Commission finds evidence of fraud or illegal activity committed by the participating
candidate.

G. Pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-953(A), a participating candidate shall return to the Fund:
1. Aall of his or her primary election funds not committed to expenditures (1) during the
primary election period; and (2) for goods or services directed to the primary election. A
candidate shall not be deemed to have violated A.R.S. § 16-953(A) or this subsection on
account of failure to use all materials purchased with primary election funds prior to the
primary election, provided such candidate exercises good faith and diligent efforts to
comply with the requirement that goods and services purchased with primary election
funds be directed to the primary election. Subject to A.R.S. § 16-953(A) and this
subsection, a candidate may continue to use goods purchased with primary election funds
during the general election period.
2. All general funds not committed to expenditures (1) during the general election period;
and (2) for goods or services directed to the general election.
H. All funds returned to the Commission pursuant to subsection (G) of this rule, shall be
returned to the Fund by a cashier’s check drawn on the candidate’s campaign bank account.
Any fee associated with the issuance of a cashier’s check shall be deemed a direct campaign
expenditure and reported on the candidate’s campaign finance report.
I. If a participating candidate does not account for any outstanding expenditures in the amount
of the funds returned to the Commission, the participating candidate must reconcile the
outstanding expenditures with personal monies. Once funds have been returned to the
Commission, no further reimbursements from the Clean Elections Fund shall be permitted.
Participating candidates may not exceed the primary or general election spending limits.
J. Commission staff may waive the return of funds if:
1. The Commission staff determines the amount to be returned is de minimus;
2. The Commission staff determines the cost of recovery exceeds the amount of the return;
3. The funds to be returned shall not exceed $25; and
4. The Commission is notified of any waiver of the return of funds.

